
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 2015 

 

Dear Sewickley Public Library Patron: 

 

Early this year, many patrons posted notes on our Story Board to express their feelings about our Sewickley Public 

Library.  One note stated: “Sewickley Public Library changed and blessed my life.  The staff and patrons are a joy and 

really make this place the heart of the community.” 

There were other equally impassioned comments, but this one expressed the changes in the role of the library from 

being a house for books to becoming a center for the community; the place where the love of reading is implanted in 

preschoolers; the teen center where over 500 teenagers from Sewickley and surrounding communities met in the 2015 

Battle of the Books; the office away from home for folks looking for employment; the reading room for seniors who 

want to read the paper or a magazine; and, of course, a library where patrons checked out nearly 400,000 items in 2014. 

In order to maintain and expand on these vital services, we need your continued support. Although we receive funding 

from the Quaker Valley School District, the Regional Asset District and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, this funding 

is relatively static. If we are to increase funding, the most critical element is the growth of personal donations from you - 

the patrons and supporters of the library. 

This year the Sewickley Valley Community Fund, recognizing that the library significantly enhances our quality of life 

within the Quaker Valley area, has offered to provide a $25,000 matching grant. They recognized that the library is a 

community asset that enhances the lives of the people of the eleven communities that make up Quaker Valley. Each 

dollar you donate will ensure that we receive the challenge grant funding.  Donations in excess of the match enrich the 

resources of the library. 

In summary, we have a library that is “the heart of the community” and continues to expand its value and importance.  

We need to increase personal donations for day-to-day operations and to set the stage for new and vital services. If you 

have given before, please consider an increase in your donation. If you haven’t donated in the past please do so this 

year. We certainly appreciate your support. 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Murphy 

President of the Sewickley Public Library Board 

 

 

Please consider including the Sewickley Public Library in your estate planning. 


