Battle of the Books
Information for Students
Battle of the Books is a fun way to show your love of
reading and actually earn some great prizes for it! All
you need to do is grab up to 4 friends (teams should be
5 people or less) from grade 6 and read the list of
librarian-chosen books. A trivia competition (and
chaos!) will ensue. Keep in mind, you don’t all have to
be from the same school to be a team.
As a team, you should decide who’s going to read what
books & how many books everyone wants to read. You
can have team members read 2 books apiece, have all
team members read every book, or some combination
between. It’s really up to you!

IMPORTANT : Teams will be required to
know how to correctly spell authors’ last
names in order to receive credit.

The Battle Moderator will begin by asking the first
question twice. After the question is asked twice, teams
will have 20 seconds to write down their answers.
Play will continue in this manner for the next 5 questions. The Moderator will announce the answers for the
first 5 questions. If your team answers correctly you
get 4 points, plus a bonus point if you can give the
last name of the author, spelled correctly. This
means that each question is worth a potential 5 points.
The moderator and judges will decide if an answer is
correct, and that decision is final. Play will resume as
above for the rest of the round. There will be three
rounds with one question from each book per round.
At the end of each round, scorecards will be collected
and verified. At the end of the third round, the Judges
will tally all scores. If there is a tie, a lightning round will
take place between the tied teams. Once a clear winner
has been determined, the Battle Moderator will
announce the winners. The top three teams will
receive prizes.

You will need to have a responsible person (18 years or
older) to act as your Team Manager. The Manager is
there to help you get organized, practice for the battle,
and provide transportation the night of the event. In
the past, teams have asked a parent, a teacher, an older
sibling, or their school librarian to be a Team Manager.

So, are you interested yet? To get started grab this
booklist and a registration form. Find 4 friends in 6th
grade, find a responsible adult to be a Team Manager,
create a name for your team, and start reading!!! All
final registration forms are due Monday, February 11,
2019 by 8:00 PM.

Here are some rules that you’ll need to know about
before heading into the library to check out books for
the Battle of the Books:

Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @
info4BOB.blogspot.com/






The books can only be borrowed on a library card
belonging to a team member. Team Managers are
not to check out books for their teams.
Please limit checkouts to 3 books per team member.
Overdue fines for Battle Books are $0.25/day.
If your library doesn’t have the book ask a librarian
to order you a copy from another library

Here’s what happens on the night of the Book Battle.
First, your team will need to arrive at QVMS
Auditorium at least 15 minutes before the start time.
You’ll sign in and set up your table. Your team
manager will be present, but he/she will be working as
a Scorekeeper for a different team.

Contact Information
Heather Panella, Public Services Librarian
Moon Township Public Library
412-269-0334
panellah@einetwork.net
Emily Fear, Teen Services Librarian
Sewickley Public Library
412-741-6920
feare@einetwork.net

Moon Township Public
Library
&
Sewickley Public Library
Tuesday, February 19, 2019

7:00 PM
@
Quaker Valley Middle
School Auditorium

A Note to Parents and Team Managers
Choosing titles for B.O.B. can be a challenging task!
The books for 2019 were chosen based on their student
appeal, diverse subject matter and characters, representation of
a wide variety of genres, and literary merit. The books were
read, reviewed, and discussed by a team of school and public
librarians. Should you have a concern about one of the titles,
please feel free to contact Moon or Sewickley libraries.
Thank you,
Heather Panella, Moon Township Public Library
Emily Fear, Sewickley Public Library

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T.
Cook by Leslie Connor

Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by
his mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional
Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is
a resident on Cell Block C, and so far Warden
Daugherty has made it possible for them to be
together. That is, until a new district attorney
discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the facility
and forced into a foster home. When Perry moves to the
“outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited
with his mom, Perry goes on a quest for answers about her
past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover that
love makes people resilient no matter where they come from
...but can he find a way to tell everyone what home truly
means?

Cloud & Wallfish by Anne Nesbet

Framed by James Ponti

Florian is twelve years old and has just moved to
Washington. He’s learning his way around using
TOAST, which stands for the Theory of All Small
Things. It’s a technique he invented to solve life’s
little mysteries such as: where to sit on the on the
first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has
the best eggrolls. But when he teaches it to his new
friend Margaret, they uncover a mystery that isn’t little. In fact, it’s
HUGE, and it involves the National Gallery, the FBI, and a
notorious crime syndicate known as EEL. Can Florian decipher
the clues and finish his homework in time to help the FBI solve
the case?

The First Rule of Punk by Celia Pérez

There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day
at a new school. On Day One, twelve-year-old
Malú inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School’s
queen bee, violates the school’s dress code with
her punk rock look, and disappoints her collegeprofessor mom in the process. Her dad, who now
lives a thousand miles away, says things will get
better as long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself.
The real Malú loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo.
And when she assembles a group of like-minded misfits and starts
a band, Malú finally begins to feel at home. She'll do anything to
preserve this, which includes standing up to an anti-punk school
administration to fight for her right to express herself!

Front Desk by Kelly Yang

Noah Keller has a normal life, until one
afternoon when his parents pick him up from
school and head for the airport, telling him that
his name isn’t Noah and he didn’t just turn
eleven in March. And he can’t ask them why.
As Noah and his parents head behind the Iron
Curtain into East Berlin, the rules and secrets
begin to pile up & Noah can hardly keep track of his questions: Who, exactly, is listening — and why? When did his
mother become fluent in so many languages? And what really
happened to the parents of his only friend, Cloud-Claudia, the
lonely girl who lives downstairs?

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives
in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her
immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old
Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel
and tends to its guests. Number 2: Her parents hide
immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao,
finds out they've been letting them stay in the
empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed. Number 3: She
wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she
should stick to math because English is not her first language? It
will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get
through this year. Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the
immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?

Finding Mighty by Sheela Chari

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson

Along the train lines north of New York City,
twelve-year-old neighbors Myla and Peter
search for the link between Myla’s necklace and
the disappearance of Peter’s brother, Randall.
Thrown into a world of parkour, graffiti, and
diamond-smuggling, Myla and Peter encounter
a band of thugs who are after the same thing as
Randall. Can Myla and Peter find Randall before it’s too late,
and their shared family secrets threaten to destroy them all?

Matthew Corbin suffers from severe obsessivecompulsive disorder. He hasn't been to school in
weeks. His skin is cracked from cleaning. He refuses
to leave his bedroom. To pass the time, he observes
his neighbors from his window, making notes about
their habits. When a toddler staying next door goes
missing, it becomes apparent that Matthew was the
last person to see him alive. Suddenly, Matthew finds himself the
key to figuring out what happened… but is he able to do so if it
means exposing his own secrets?

The List by Patricia Forde

The city of Ark is the last safe place on Earth. To
make sure humans are able to survive, everyone in
Ark must speak List, a language of only 500
words. Everyone that is, except Letta. As
apprentice to the Wordsmith, Letta can read all
the words that have ever existed. Forbidden
words like freedom, music, and even pineapple
tell her about a world she's never known. One day her master
disappears and the leaders of Ark tell Letta she is the new
Wordsmith and must shorten List to fewer and fewer words.
Then Letta meets a teenage boy who somehow knows all the
words that have been banned. Letta's faced with a dangerous
choice: sit idly by and watch language slowly slip away or follow a
stranger on a path to freedom...or banishment.

The Peculiar Incident on Shady Street by
Lindsay
Currie

Tessa Woodward isn’t exactly thrilled to move to
rainy, cold Chicago from her home in sunny Florida. But homesickness turns to icy fear when unexplainable things start happening in her new house.
Things like flickering lights, mysterious drawings
appearing out of nowhere, and a crackling noise she can feel in
her bones. When her little brother’s doll starts crying real tears,
Tessa realizes that someone—or something—is trying to communicate with her. And it involves a secret that’s been shrouded
in mystery for more than one hundred years. With the help of
three new friends, Tessa begins unraveling the mystery of what
happened in the house on Shady Street—and more importantly,
what it has to do with her!

Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow
by Jessica Townsend

Morrigan Crow is cursed. Born on an unlucky
day, she is blamed for all local misfortunes- and,
worst of all, the curse means that Morrigan is
doomed to die at midnight on Eventide. But as
Morrigan awaits her fate, a strange man named
Jupiter North appears. Chased by black-smoke
hounds and shadowy hunters on horseback, he whisks her away
into the safety of a secret, magical city called Nevermoor. It's
there that Morrigan discovers Jupiter has chosen her to contend
for a place in the city's most prestigious organization: the Wundrous Society. In order to join, she must compete in four trials
against hundreds of other children, each boasting a talent that sets
them apart. Except for Morrigan, who doesn't seem to have any
talent at all. To stay in the safety of Nevermoor for good,
Morrigan will need to find a way to pass the tests - or she'll have
to leave the city to confront her deadly fate.

Annotations taken from Amazon.com

