Battle of the Books
Information for Students
Battle of the Books is a fun way to show your love of
reading and actually earn some great prizes for it! All
you need to do is grab up to 4 friends (teams should be
5 people or less) from grades 9-12 and read the list of
librarian-chosen books. A trivia competition (and
chaos!) will ensue. Keep in mind, you don’t all have to
be from the same school to be a team.
As a team, you should decide who’s going to read what
books & how many books everyone wants to read. You
can have team members read 2 books apiece, have all
team members read every book, or some combination
between. It’s really up to you!

IMPORTANT : Teams will be required to
know how to correctly spell authors’ last
names in order to receive credit.

The Battle Moderator will begin by asking the first
question twice. After the question is asked twice, teams
will have 20 seconds to write down their answers.
Play will continue in this manner for the next 5 questions. The Moderator will announce the answers for the
first 5 questions. If your team answers correctly you
get 4 points, plus a bonus point if you can give the
last name of the author, spelled correctly. This
means that each question is worth a potential 5 points.
The moderator and judges will decide if an answer is
correct, and that decision is final. Play will resume as
above for the rest of the round. There will be three
rounds with one question from each book per round.
At the end of each round, scorecards will be collected
and verified. At the end of the third round, the Judges
will tally all scores. If there is a tie, a lightning round will
take place between the tied teams. Once a clear winner
has been determined, the Battle Moderator will
announce the winners. The top three teams will
receive prizes.

You will need to have a responsible person (18 years or
older) to act as your Team Manager. The Manager is
there to help you get organized, practice for the battle,
and provide transportation the night of the event. In
the past, teams have asked a parent, a teacher, an older
sibling, or their school librarian to be a Team Manager.

So, are you interested yet? To get started grab this
booklist and a registration form. Find 4 friends in 6th
grade, find a responsible adult to be a Team Manager,
create a name for your team, and start reading!!! All
final registration forms are due Monday, February 11,
2019 by 8:00 PM.

Here are some rules that you’ll need to know about
before heading into the library to check out books for
the Battle of the Books:

Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @
info4BOB.blogspot.com/






The books can only be borrowed on a library card
belonging to a team member. Team Managers are
not to check out books for their teams.
Please limit checkouts to 3 books per team member.
Overdue fines for Battle Books are $0.25/day.
If your library doesn’t have the book ask a librarian
to order you a copy from another library

Here’s what happens on the night of the Book Battle.
First, your team will need to arrive at QVMS
Auditorium at least 15 minutes before the start time.
You’ll sign in and set up your table. Your team
manager will be present, but he/she will be working as
a Scorekeeper for a different team.

Contact Information
Heather Panella, Public Services Librarian
Moon Township Public Library
412-269-0334
panellah@einetwork.net
Emily Fear, Teen Services Librarian
Sewickley Public Library
412-741-6920
feare@einetwork.net

Moon Township Public
Library
&
Sewickley Public Library
Tuesday, February 26, 2019
6:30 PM
@
Quaker Valley Middle School
Auditorium

A Note to Parents and Team Managers
Choosing titles for B.O.B. can be a challenging task!
The books for 2019 were chosen based on their student
appeal, diverse subject matter and characters, representation of
a wide variety of genres, and literary merit. The books were
read, reviewed, and discussed by a team of school and public
librarians. Should you have a concern about one of the titles,
please feel free to contact Moon or Sewickley libraries.
Thank you,
Heather Panella, Moon Township Public Library
Emily Fear, Sewickley Public Library

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a
lighter. One moment that changes both of
their lives forever. If it weren’t for the 57 bus,
Sasha and Richard never would have met.
Both were high school students from Oakland,
California, one of the most diverse cities in the
country, but they inhabited different worlds.
Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and
attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in
the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one.
Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But
one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single
reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged
with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment.

Far From the Tree by Robin Benway

Being the middle child has its ups and downs.
But for Grace, an only child who was adopted
at birth, discovering that she is a middle child is
a different ride altogether. After putting her
own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for
her biological family including—Maya, her
loudmouthed younger bio sister, who has a lot
to say about their newfound family ties. Having grown up the
snarky brunette in a house full of chipper redheads, she’s quick
to search for traces of herself among these not-quite-strangers.
And when her adopted family’s long-buried problems begin to
explode to the surface, Maya can’t help but wonder where
exactly it is that she belongs. And Joaquin, their stoic older bio
brother, who has no interest in bonding over their shared
biological mother. After seventeen years in the foster care
system, he’s learned that there are no heroes, and secrets and
fears are best kept close, where they can’t hurt anyone but him.

Goodbye Days by Jeff Zetner

Where are you guys? Text me back. That's the last
message Carver Briggs will ever send his three
best friends, Mars, Eli, and Blake. He never
thought that it would lead to their death. Now
Carver can’t stop blaming himself for the
accident and even worse, a powerful judge

is pressuring the district attorney to open up a criminal
investigation. Luckily, Carver has some unexpected allies: Eli’s
girlfriend, the only person to stand by him at school; Dr. Mendez,
his new therapist; and Blake’s grandmother, who asks Carver to
spend a “goodbye day” together to share their memories and say a
proper farewell. Soon the other families are asking for their own
goodbye day with Carver—but he’s unsure of their motives. Will
they all be able to make peace with their losses, or will these goodbye days bring Carver one step closer to a complete breakdown
or—even worse—prison?

Kat & Meg Conquer the World by Anna
Priemaza
Kat and Meg couldn't be more different. Kat's
anxiety makes it hard for her to talk to new people. The only place she feels safe is in front of her
computer, playing her favorite video game. Meg
hates being alone, but her ADHD keeps pushing
people away. Friends. Her boyfriend. Even the
stepfather who raised her. But when the two girls are thrown
together for a year-long science project, they discover they do
have one thing in common: their obsession with the online
gaming star LumberLegs and his hilarious videos. Meg's pretty
sure this is fate. Kat doesn't know how to deal with someone who
talks faster than she thinks. But if they can stick together and stay
out of their heads, they might figure out how to help each other-and build the kind of friendship Kat never knew she wanted and
Meg never believed she'd find.

The Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah

Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play
with the latest graphic design software. His parents
drag him to rallies held by their anti-immigrant
group, which rails against the tide of refugees
flooding the country. And it all makes sense to
Michael.Until Mina, a beautiful girl from the other
side of the protest lines, shows up at his school,
and turns out to be funny, smart -- and a Muslim refugee from
Afghanistan. Suddenly, his parents' politics seem much more complicated.Mina has had a long and dangerous journey fleeing her
besieged home in Afghanistan, and now faces a frigid reception at
her new prep school, where she is on scholarship. As tensions rise,
lines are drawn. Michael has to decide where he stands. Mina has
to protect herself and her family. Both have to choose what they
want their world to look like.

Nyxia by Scott Reintgen

Emmett Atwater isn’t just leaving Detroit; he’s
leaving Earth. Why the Babel Corporation
recruited him is a mystery, but the number of
zeroes on their contract has him boarding their
lightship and hoping to return to Earth with
enough money to take care of his family. Forever.
Before long, Emmett discovers that he is one of
ten recruits, all of whom have troubled pasts and are a long way
from home. Now each recruit must earn the right to travel down
to the planet of Eden—a planet that Babel has kept hidden—
where they will mine a substance called Nyxia that has quietly
become the most valuable material in the universe.
But Babel’s ship is full of secrets. And Emmett will face the ultimate choice: win the fortune at any cost, or find a way to fight
that won’t forever compromise what it means to be human.

One of Us Is Lying by Karen McManus

Pay close attention and you might solve this. On
Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High
walk into detention. Bronwyn, the brain, is Yalebound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty,
is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. Nate,
the criminal, is already on probation for dealing.
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher.
And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And according
to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he
died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all
four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of them
suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer
who’s still on the loose?

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo

Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade
where anything can be had for the right
price―and no one knows that better than criminal
prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at a
deadly heist that could make him rich beyond his
wildest dreams. But he can't pull it off alone. . . .A
convict with a thirst for revenge. A sharpshooter who can't
walk away from a wager. A runaway with a privileged past. A spy known
as the Wraith. A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums. A thief
with a gift for unlikely escapes. Six dangerous outcasts. One
impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand
between the world and destruction―if they don't kill each other
first.

Annotations taken from Amazon.com

