
The Battle Moderator will begin by asking the first 
question twice.  After the question is asked twice, teams 
will have 20 seconds to write down their answers. 
Play will continue in this manner for the next 5  
questions. The Moderator will announce the answers 
for the first 5 questions. If your team answers  
correctly you get 4 points, plus a bonus point if you 
can give the last name of the author, spelled  
correctly. This means that each question is worth a 
potential 5 points. Please note that there is no partial 
credit given for answers.  
  
The moderator and judges will decide if an answer is 
correct, and that decision is final. Play will resume as 
above for the rest of the round. There will be three 
rounds with one question from each book per round. 
At the end of each round, scorecards will be collected 
and verified. At the end of the third round, the Judges 
will tally all scores. If there is a tie, a lightning round will 
take place between the tied teams. Once a clear winner 
has been determined, the Battle Moderator will  
announce the winners. The top three teams will  
receive prizes.  
  
So, are you interested yet? To get started grab this 
booklist and a registration form. Find 4 friends in 6th 
grade, find a responsible adult to be a Team Manager, 
create a name for your team, and start reading!!! All 
final registration forms are due Tuesday, January 31, 
2023 by 8:00 PM. 

 
Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @  

info4BOB.blogspot.com/ 
 

Contact Information 
Heather Panella, Director 

Moon Township Public Library 
412-269-0334 

panellah@einetwork.net 
 

Emily Fear, Teen Services Librarian 
Sewickley Public Library 

412-741-6920 

feare@einetwork.net 

 

Battle of the Books  
Information for Students 

 

Battle of the Books is a fun way to show your love of 
reading and actually earn some great prizes for it!  All 
you need to do is grab up to 4 friends (teams should be 
5 people or less) from Grade 6 and read the list of  
librarian-chosen books.  A trivia competition (and  
chaos!) will ensue.  Keep in mind, you don’t all have to 
be from the same school to be a team. 
 
As a team, you should decide who’s going to read what 
books & how many books everyone wants to read. You 
can have team members read 2 books apiece, have all 
team members read every book, or some combination 
between.  It’s really up to you! 

 
IMPORTANT : Teams will be required to  
know how to correctly spell authors’ last  

names in order to receive credit. 

  
You will need to have a responsible person (18 years or 
older) to act as your Team Manager. The Manager is 
there to help you get organized, practice for the battle, 
and provide transportation the night of the event. In 
the past, teams have asked a parent, a teacher, an older 
sibling, or their school librarian to be a Team Manager.   
  
Here are some rules that you’ll need to know about 
before heading into the library to check out books for 
the Battle of the Books: 
 

• The books can only be borrowed on a library card   
belonging to a team member. Please limit checkouts 
to 3 books per team member. 

• Overdue fines for Battle Books are $0.25/day. 

• If your library doesn’t have the book ask a librarian 
to order you a copy from another library 

  
Here’s what happens on the night of the Book Battle.  
First, your team will need to arrive at Cornell School 
District at least 15 minutes before the start time. You’ll 
sign in, set up your area, and fill out any necessary 
forms. Your team manager will be present, but he/she 
will be working as a Scorekeeper for a different team 
during the battle.  
 
  

Moon Township Public  

Library 

& 

Sewickley Public  

Library  

 

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 

7:00 PM  

@ 

Cornell Area School  

District 



Annotations taken from Amazon.com 

A Note to Parents and Team Managers 
Choosing titles for B.O.B. can be a challenging task!  The books for 
2023 were chosen based on their student appeal, diverse subject matter 
and characters, representation of a wide variety of genres, and literary 
merit.  The books were read, reviewed, and discussed by a team of 
school and public librarians.  Should you have a concern about one of 
the titles, please feel free to contact Moon or Sewickley libraries.  
 
Thank you, 
Heather Panella, Moon Township Public Library  

Alan Cole Is Not a Coward by Eric Bell 
All Alan Cole has ever wanted is to blend in. 
He takes care not to let his cafeteria tablemates, 
Zack and Madison, become his friends. Alan 
stays quiet at the dinner table so as not to upset 
his irascible father, and tries to avoid his  
brother, Nathan, who relentlessly bullies him. 

One day Nathan forces Alan to play a round of Cole vs. 
Cole, in which each brother must attempt to accomplish as 
many of Nathan's proposed seven assignments as possible 
within a week. The tasks are tough and include learning 
how to swim, retrieving a slip of paper from inside a  
broken vending machine, and receiving a first kiss. If Alan 
loses, Nathan will reveal his biggest secret to the whole 
school: Alan has a crush on one of his male classmates.  

96 Miles by J.L. Esplin 
The Lockwood brothers are supposed to be 
able to survive anything. Their dad, a  
hardcore believer in self-reliance, has  
stockpiled enough food and water at their  
isolated Nevada home to last for months. But 
when they are robbed of all their supplies during a  
massive blackout while their dad is out of town, John and 
Stew must walk 96 miles in the stark desert sun to get help. 
Along the way, they’re forced to question their dad’s 
insistence on self-reliance and ask just what it is that we 
owe to our neighbors, to our kin, and to ourselves. From 
talented newcomer J. L. Esplin comes this story of survival 
and determination as two young brothers confront the  
unpredictability of human nature in the face of desperate  
circumstances. 

Dragon Pearl by Yoon Ha Lee 
Rick Riordan presents Yoon Ha Lee's space 
opera about thirteen-year-old Min, who comes 
from a long line of fox spirits. But you’d never 
know it by looking at her. To keep the family 
safe, Min’s mother insists that none of them use 
any fox-magic. They must appear human at all 
times. Min feels hemmed in by the household rules and  
resents the endless chores, the cousins who crowd her, and 
the aunties who judge her. She would like nothing more than 
to escape Jinju, her neglected, dust-ridden, and impoverished 
planet. She’s counting the days until she can follow her older 
brother, Jun, into the Space Forces and see more of the 
Thousand Worlds. When word arrives that Jun is suspected of 
leaving his post to go in search of the Dragon Pearl, Min 
knows that something is wrong. Jun would never desert his 
battle cruiser, even for a mystical object rumored to have 
tremendous power. She decides to run away to find him and 
clear his name. 

Thirteens by Kate Alice Marshall 
Eleanor has just moved to the quiet, prosperous 
Eden Eld. When she awakes to discover an  
ancient grandfather clock that she's never seen 
before outside her new room, she's sure her eyes 
must be playing tricks on her. But then she spots 
a large bird, staring at her as she boards the 
school bus. And a black dog with glowing red eyes follows 
her around town. All she wants is to be normal, and these 
are far from normal. And worse--no one else can see them. 
Except for her new friends, Pip and Otto, who teach her a 
thing or two about surviving in Eden Eld. First: Don't let 
the "wrong things" know you can see them. Second: 
Don't speak of the wrong things to anyone else. The only 
clue they have about these supernatural disturbances is a 
book of fairytales unlike any they've read before. It tells tales 
of the mysterious Mr. January, who struck a cursed deal with 
the town's founders. Every thirteenth Halloween, he will 
take three of their children, who are never heard from again. 
It's up to our trio to break the curse--because Eden Eld's 
thirteen years are up.  

Soul Lanterns by Shaw Kuzki 
Twelve-year-old Nozomi lives in the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima. She wasn't even born when the 
bombing of Hiroshima took place. Every year 
Nozomi joins her family at the lantern-floating 
ceremony to honor those lost in the bombing. 
People write the names of their deceased loved 
ones along with messages of peace, on paper lanterns and set 
them afloat on the river. This year Nozomi realizes that her 
mother always releases one lantern with no name. She begins 
to ask questions, and when complicated stories of loss and 
loneliness unfold, Nozomi and her friends come up with a 
creative way to share their loved ones' experiences. By  
opening people's eyes to the struggles they all keep hidden, 
the project teaches the entire community new ways to show 
compassion.  

The Marvellers by Dhonielle Clayton 
Eleven-year-old Ella Durand is the first Conjuror 
to attend the Arcanum Training Institute, a magic 
school in the clouds where Marvellers from 
around the world practice their cultural arts.  
Despite her excitement, Ella discovers that being 
the first isn’t easy―some Marvellers mistrust her 

magic, which they deem “bad and unnatural.” But eventually, 
she finds friends in elixirs teacher, Masterji Thakur, and fellow 
misfits Brigit, a girl who hates magic, and Jason, a boy with a 
fondness for magical creatures. When a dangerous criminal 
known as the Ace of Anarchy escapes prison, supposedly with 
a Conjuror’s aid, tensions grow in the Marvellian world and 
Ella becomes the target of suspicion. Worse, Masterji Thakur 
mysteriously disappears while away on a research trip. With 
the help of her friends and her own growing powers, Ella 
must find a way to clear her family’s name and track down her 
mentor before it’s too late.  

Coop Knows the Scoop by Taryn Souders 
Windy Bottom, Georgia is usually a peaceful 
place. Coop helps his mom at her café and 
bookstore, hangs out with his grandpa, bikes 
around with his friends Justice and Liberty, and 
is determined to live up to his dad's legacy. 
Windy Bottom is full of all kinds of interesting people, but 
no one has ever caused a problem. Until now. And  
somehow, Gramps is taking all the blame! It seems like 
there are a lot of secrets that were buried in their small 
town after all...Will Coop and his friends get to the bottom 
of the mystery and clear Gramps's name before it's too late?  

The Usual Suspects by Maurice Broaddus 
Thelonius Mitchell is tired of being labeled. He’s 
in special ed, separated from the “normal” kids 
at school who don’t have any “issues.” That’s 
enough to make all the teachers and students 
look at him and his friends with a constant  
side-eye. (Although his disruptive antics and 

pranks have given him a rep too.) When a gun is found at a  
neighborhood hangout, Thelonius and his pals become 
instant suspects. Thelonius may be guilty of pulling crazy 
stunts at school, but a criminal? T isn’t about to let that label 
stick. 

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria  
Jamieson & Omar Mohamed 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have 
spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee 
camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough 
food, achingly dull, and without access to the 
medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother 
needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, 
he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but 
it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family  
member he has left, every day.  


