
The Battle Moderator will begin by asking the first 
question twice.  After the question is asked twice, teams 
will have 20 seconds to write down their answers. 
Play will continue in this manner for the next 4  
questions. The Moderator will announce the answers 
for the first 4 questions. If your team answers  
correctly you get 4 points, plus a bonus point if you 
can give the last name of the author, spelled  
correctly. This means that each question is worth a 
potential 5 points. Please note that there is no partial 
credit given for answers.  
  
The moderator and judges will decide if an answer is 
correct, and that decision is final. Play will resume as 
above for the rest of the round. There will be three 
rounds with one question from each book per round. 
At the end of each round, scorecards will be collected 
and verified. At the end of the third round, the Judges 
will tally all scores. If there is a tie, a lightning round will 
take place between the tied teams. Once a clear winner 
has been determined, the Battle Moderator will  
announce the winners. The top three teams will  
receive prizes.  
  
So, are you interested yet? To get started grab this 
booklist and a registration form. Find 4 friends in 6th 
grade, find a responsible adult to be a Team Manager, 
create a name for your team, and start reading!!! All 
final registration forms are due Tuesday, January 31, 
2023 by 8:00 PM.  Forms can be returned in person 
or via email. 

 
 

Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @  
info4BOB.blogspot.com/ 

 
Contact Information 

Heather Panella, Director 
Moon Township Public Library 

412-269-0334 
panellah@einetwork.net 

 
Emily Fear, Teen Services Librarian 

Sewickley Public Library 
412-741-6920 

feare@einetwork.net 

 

Battle of the Books  
Information for Students 

 

Battle of the Books is a fun way to show your love of 
reading and actually earn some great prizes for it!  All 
you need to do is grab up to 4 friends (teams should be 
5 people or less) from Grades 9-12, and read the list of 
librarian-chosen books.  A trivia competition (and  
chaos!) will ensue.  Keep in mind, you don’t all have to 
be from the same school to be a team. 
 
As a team, you should decide who’s going to read what 
books & how many books everyone wants to read. You 
can have team members read 2 books apiece, have all 
team members read every book, or some combination 
between.  It’s really up to you! 

 
IMPORTANT : Teams will be required to  
know how to correctly spell authors’ last  

names in order to receive credit. 

  
You will need to have a responsible person (18 years or 
older) to act as your Team Manager. The Manager is 
there to help you get organized, practice for the battle, 
and provide transportation the night of the event. In 
the past, teams have asked a parent, a teacher, an older 
sibling, or their school librarian to be a Team Manager.   
  
Here are some rules that you’ll need to know about 
before heading into the library to check out books for 
the Battle of the Books: 
 

• The books can only be borrowed on a library card   
belonging to a team member.  

• Please limit checkouts to 3 books per team member. 

• Overdue fines for Battle Books are $0.25/day. 

• If your library doesn’t have the book ask a librarian 
to order you a copy from another library 

  
Here’s what happens on the night of the Book Battle.  
First, your team will need to arrive at Cornell School 
District at least 15 minutes before the start time. You’ll 
sign in, set up your area, and fill out any necessary 
forms. Your team manager will be present, but he/she 
will be working as a Scorekeeper for a different team 
during the battle.  
  

Moon Township Public  

Library 

& 

Sewickley Public  

Library  

 

Wednesday, February 22, 

2023 

7:00 PM @ 

Cornell Area School  

District 



A Note to Parents and Team Managers 
Choosing titles for B.O.B. can be a challenging task!   
The books for 2023 were chosen based on their student  
appeal, diverse subject matter and characters, representation of 
a wide variety of genres, and literary merit.  The books were 
read, reviewed, and discussed by a team of school and public 
librarians.  Should you have a concern about one of the titles, 
please feel free to contact Moon or Sewickley libraries.  
 
Thank you, 
Heather Panella, Moon Township Public Library  
Emily Fear, Sewickley Public Library 

The Epic Crush of Genie Lo by FC Yee 
Genie Lo is one among droves of Ivy-hopeful 
overachievers in her sleepy Bay Area suburb. 
When she’s not crushing it at volleyball, Genie is 
typically working on how to crack the elusive 
Harvard entry code. But when her hometown 
comes under siege from hellspawn straight out 
of Chinese folklore, her priorities are dramatically rearranged. 
Enter Quentin Sun, a mysterious new kid who becomes  
Genie’s guide to battling demons. While Genie knows Quentin 
only as an attractive transfer student, in another reality he is 
Sun Wukong, the mythological Monkey King incarnate.  
Suddenly, acing the SATs is the least of Genie’s worries.   Ashlords by Scott Reintgen 

Every year since the Ashlords were gifted 
phoenix horses by their gods, they've raced 
them. First into battle, then on great hunts, and 
finally for the pure sport of seeing who rode 
the fastest. Centuries of blood and fire carved 
their competition into a more modern  
spectacle: The Races. Over the course of a multi-day event, 
elite riders from clashing cultures vie to be crowned  
champion. But the modern version of the sport requires 
more than good riding. Competitors must be skilled at 
creating and controlling phoenix horses made of ash and 
alchemy, which are summoned back to life each sunrise 
with uniquely crafted powers to cover impossible distances 
and challenges before bursting into flames at sunset. But 
good alchemy only matters if a rider knows how to defend 
their phoenix horse at night. In this year's Races, eleven 
riders will compete, but three of them have more to lose 
than the rest--a champion's daughter, a scholarship entrant, 
and a revolutionary's son. Who will attain their own dream 
of glory? Or will they all flame out in defeat?  

Everything Sad Is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri 
In an Oklahoman middle school, Khosrou (whom 
everyone calls Daniel) stands in front of a skeptical 
audience of classmates, telling the tales of his  
family's history, stretching back years, decades, and 
centuries. At the core is Daniel's story of how they 
became refugees—starting with his mother's vocal 

embrace of Christianity in a country that made such a thing a 
capital offense, and continuing through their midnight flight 
from the secret police, bribing their way onto a plane-to-
anywhere. Anywhere becomes the sad, cement refugee camps 
of Italy, and then finally asylum in the U.S. Implementing a 
distinct literary style and challenging western narrative struc-
tures, Nayeri deftly weaves through stories of the long and 
beautiful history of his family in Iran, adding a richness of 
ancient tales and Persian folklore. Like Scheherazade of One 
Thousand and One Nights in a hostile classroom, Daniel spins a 
tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to the truth.  

#Prettyboy Must Die by Kimberly Reid 
When Peter Smith’s classmate snaps a picture of 
him during a late night run at the track, Peter 
thinks he might be in trouble. When she posts 
that photo―along with the caption, “See the  
Pretty Boy Run,”―Peter knows he’s in trouble. 
But when hostiles drop through the ceiling of his 

6th period Chem Class, Peter’s pretty sure his trouble just 
became a national emergency. Because he’s not really Peter 
Smith. He’s Jake Morrow, former foster-kid turned CIA oper-
ative. After a massive screw-up, he's on a pity assignment, a 
dozen hit lists and now, social media, apparently. As 
#Prettyboy, of all freaking things. His cover’s blown, his 
school’s under siege, and if he screws up now, #Prettyboy 
will become #Deadboy faster than you can say, 'fifteen 
minutes of fame.'  

What Lives in the Woods by Lindsay Currie 
All Ginny Anderson wants from her summer is to 
sleep in, attend a mystery writing workshop, and 
spend time with her best friend. But when  
Ginny's father―a respected restoration expert in 
Chicago―surprises the family with a month-long 
trip to Michigan, everything changes. They aren't 

staying in a hotel like most families would. No, they're staying 
in a mansion. A twenty-six room, century-old building  
surrounded by forest. But unfortunately, the mansion has 
more problems than peeling wallpaper. Locals claim the  
woods are inhabited by mutated creatures with glowing eyes. 
And some say campers routinely disappear in the woods,  
never to be seen again. As terrifying as it sounds, Ginny can't 
shake the feeling that there's something darker . . . another 
story she hasn't been told. When the creaky floors and  
shadowy corners of the mansion seem to take on a life of 
their own, Ginny uncovers the wildest mystery of all. 

The Fort  by Gordon Korman 
The morning after Hurricane Leo rips through the 
town of Canaan, residents awaken to widespread 
destruction—power outages, downed branches, 
uprooted trees, broken windows and damaged 
roofs. Four eighth-grade friends—Evan, Jason, 
Mitchell, and CJ—meet to explore the devasta-
tion. The group is dismayed to find that Evan has brought 
along a stray—Ricky, who is new to their town and school, 
and doesn’t have any friends yet. Ricky is the one to find the 
strange trap door that’s appeared in the middle of the 
woods—the door to an old bomb shelter, unearthed by the 
hurricane. Inside, the boys find a completely intact  
underground lair. The boys vow to keep the place’s existence 
to themselves. Things soon get tense. Some bad locals keep 
snooping around. And what started out as a fun place to  
escape soon becomes a serious refuge for one of the kids who 
is trying to avoid an abusive home situation. In order to save 
the shelter, the friends must keep its secret... and in order to 
save themselves, they’re going to have to share their individual  
secrets, and build the safest place they can. 

Dry by Neal Shusterman & Jarrod  
Shusterman 
The drought - or the Tap-Out, as everyone 
calls it - has been going on for a while now.  
Everyone’s lives have become an endless list of 
don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your 
pool, don’t take long showers. Until the taps 

run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals 
into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and families 
turned against each other on the hunt for water. And when 
her parents don’t return and her life - and the life of her 
brother - is threatened, Alyssa has to make. 
impossible choices if she’s going to survive. 

What About Will by Ellen Hopkins 
Twelve-year-old Trace Reynolds has always 
looked up to his brother, mostly because Will, 
who's five years older, has never looked down on 
him. It was Will who taught Trace to ride a bike, 
watched sports on TV with him, and cheered him 
on at Little League. But when Will was knocked 
out during a football game, resulting in a brain  
injury--everything changed. Now their family is still living 
under the weight of "the incident," that left Will with a facial 
tic, depression, and anger he cannot control, culminating in 
their parents' divorce. Afraid of further fracturing his family, 
Trace begins to cover for Will who, struggling with addiction 
to pain medication, becomes someone Trace doesn’t recog-
nize. But when the brother he loves so much becomes more 
and more withdrawn, and escalates to stealing money and 
ditching school, Trace realizes some secrets cannot be kept if 
we ever hope to heal.  

Annotations taken from Amazon.com 


